APART from the technical staff of these Children's Cinemas, a special staff of teachers is employed in these houses. A special section of the Central Department for Industrial Cinematography employs a regular staff for the making of films for children, the subjects including travel and exploration, animal life, children of the U.S.S.R. and other countries, lives of remarkable persons and works of popular children's authors, among whom are m@ntioned Mark Twain, Jules Verne, Swift, Kipling and Pushkin. For the guidance of makers of such films certain basic principles have been prescribed, such as : "Any attempt to address children otherwise than in the real language of art, to 'talk down' to the child's intellectual level-i.e., any conscious or deliberate simplification-makes the juvenile film stereotyped and false. It should be simple with the simplicity of a real work of art, but not simplified".
Technical Progress and Unemployment AN Advisory Committee on Management (International Labour Organization) at its meeting on May 2 and 3 studied the practical methols which industrial undertakings could adopt to alleviate the immediate social consequences of the elimination of surplus works or technical equipment and of the rapid and extensive mechanization of production (Geneva : International Labour Organization). The Committee drew up a list of measures which might be taken by organizations obliged to reduce their staff in consequence of progressive mechanization or other industrial changes. These measures are classified into five groups according to whether they are preliminary and designed to postpone or minimize or avoid dismissals as, for example, by reduction of hours or transfer of workers to other services ; those intended to systematize inevitable dismissals, taking account of all psychological and moral issues involved ; those intended to help workers who are dismissed ; measures of adjustment among the remaining staff; and general measures involving co-operation with staff representatives, other undertakings and official or private organizations.
IN regard to the measures for dealing with actual dismissals, the Committee stresses the importance of selecting workers for dismissal on the basis of objective criteria, the information of staff in advance and the careful spreading of dismissals over a period. The Committee also considered a report prepared by the International Labour Office on the use of office machinery and its influence on conditions of work for staff. Various technical means of mitigating the physiological and. psychological consequences of the mechanization of office work were suggested by the Committee, which in regard to the general effects, expressed the opinion that a reduction of hours of work in offices would assist in reducing those drawbacks. The Committee also holds that to counteract the occupational consequences of the use of machines, the social guarantees recognized as due to the industrial worker should be granted equally to office employees, especially by a general extension of social legislation and of the system of collective agreements.
The Rockefeller Foundation
THE Rockefeller Foundation in 1937 distributed a total of more than 9,500,000 dollars. Fifty-five per cent of the grants were for work in the United States, and among the largest appropriations and authorizations of the year were 420,000 dollars to the China Medical Board for the maintenance of the Peiping Union Medical College; 360,000 dollars to Harvard University for research in industrial hazards ; 300,000 dollars to the Yale University School of Medicine for the Department of Psychiatry ; 300,000 dollars to the California Institute of Technology for the development of organic chemistry; 275,000 dollars to the National Research Council for research in problems of sex and in biophysics ; 250,000 dollars for the general research fund of the Yale University School of Medicine ; 240,000 dollars to the Royal Institute of International Affairs for research in international problems ; 156,000 dollars for teaching and research in psychiatry at the Harvard Medical School and Massachusetts General Hospital ; 150,000 dollars to the National Institute of Economic and Social Research for basic economic research, and 100,000 dollars to the International Institute of Intellectual Co-operation for research in connexion with the International Studies Conference.
The aunual report of the Foundation includes the president's review with the detailed reports of the secretary, the treasurer and the directors of the International Health Division, the Medical Sciences, the Natural Sciences, the Social Sciences and the Humanities and the vice-president in charge of the programme in China.
IN the natural sciences, the Foundation has given its major support to experimental biology, including research on hormones, nutrition, and enzyme chemistry, while assistance given to organic chemistry has been largely prompted by a desire to develop work on its biological aspects with the view of forwarding the progress of medicine itself in the United States. The president's remarks on the social sciences are of
